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MIKOYAN-GUREVICH MIG-21F 
 
The MiG-21F (NATO code-name 
"Fishbed") was a short-range day fighter-
interceptor and the first major production 
version of the popular MiG-21 series. The E-
5 prototype of the MiG-21 was first flown in 
1955, and it made its first public appearance 
during the Soviet Aviation Day display at 
Moscow's Tushino Airport in June 1956.  
 
More than 30 countries, including nations 
friendly to the United States, have flown the 
MiG-21. At least 15 versions of the MiG-21 have been produced, some outside the Soviet 
Union. Estimates place the number built at more than 8,000, a production total exceeding that 
of any other modern jet aircraft.  
 
In the spring of 1966 the North Vietnamese Air Force (VPAF) began flying the MiG-21. The 
MiG-21 quickly proved to be a worthy opponent of the USAF's F-4 Phantom. Even so, between 
April 26, 1965, and Jan. 8, 1973, USAF F-4s and B-52s downed 68 MiG-21s.  
 
The MiG-21F on display appears to have been built in Czechoslovakia and flown by the Czech 
air force. It is painted and marked as a MiG-21PF of the North Vietnamese Air Force during the 
Southeast Asia War. 
 
TECHNICAL NOTES:  
Armament: One NR-30 30mm cannon and K-13A air-to-air missiles  
Engine: Tumansky R-11F-300 of 12,675 lbs. thrust  
Maximum speed: 1,300 mph  
Cruising speed: 550 mph  
Range: 400 miles  
Ceiling: 50,000 ft. 
Span: 23 ft. 6 in.  
Length: 51 ft. 9 in.  
Height: 15 ft. 9 in.  
Weight: 18,080 lbs. maximum  
 
Click here to return to the Modern Flight Gallery. 
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